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Synopsis

Thoroughly revised and updated, the new 23rd edition of this Bowker classic recommends 3,000
enduring nonfiction and fiction titles, and is an ideal source for collection development and patron
assistance. Entries are indexed under 5 major subject headings: Historical Periods-from ancient
Greece to the 18th century; Regional and American Minority Cultures - from Middle Eastern to
Chicano-Hispanic literature; Literary Types - from the novel and short story to language and
communications; Humanities and Social Sciences - from the fine and performing arts to psychology,
economic and women’s studies: and Sciences - from biology to mathematics. A special section on
references books is also included. Featured are all-new chapters on science fiction, mystery, fiction,
and computer science. The core list of 101 Significant Books is now supplemented with separate

lists suggesting books to read before entering college, while on vacation, and after retiring.
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Customer Reviews

This title should become a standby for public and academic libraries. It recommends and briefly
annotates about 2500 books in over 100 periods, genres, and subjects; selections and brief
bibliographic essays were done by 30 experts, mostly academics. It is most thorough in literature
(half the entries) and in the more theoretical studies (e.g., including "Economics" rather than
"Business"). Because these areas don’t date as quickly as more practical studies, owners of the
previous (1985) edition may find it less than imperative to buy the new one. They should note,

however, that the guide has been updated throughout, with several sections redone entirely. Meant



to help lay readers find a way into new fields of study, this guide can also assist library book
selectors. Quite a bargain!-- Donald Ray, Mercy Coll. Lib., Dobbs Ferry, N.Y.Copyright 1989 Reed

Business Information, Inc.

| keep thist on my desk and when | have a few seconds, thumb through it just to see the wealth of
books yet to read. Nothing else can make a dedicated reader happier.It's just too bad that Bowker

doesn’t seem to be updating this book anymore.

good source of literature

non establishment books are not covered in here, | want the truth.

| bought this book as a paperback years ago, lent in out and never got it back. | thought it was out of
print and as pleased when | found | could get a recent release in hardbound. It is a great guide to all
types of books on mosts subjects from around the world. It first introduced me to Russian literature.
If you want a list of books to read to fill in all the gaps of great books you never read, this is the book
for you. It is basically of list of recommended reading. The newest edition gives you a list of 100
books to read, books to read after retirement, books to read before you enter college etc. etc. It also
gives a brief summary of each book. Supposedly, if one were to read every book listed, one would
have the equivalent of several master’s degrees. Unless you are an English teacher or major you
won’t know about many of these books but surprisingly, you will find that you can check off some of

the books because your read them in H.S. or college.

This Engineering and Mathematics major has found "Good Reading" incalculably helpful in

furthering the liberal education that | didn’t have much time for in college. Highly recommended.
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